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ABSTRACT 

Technology development, like a coin with two sides, has both positive and 

negative aspects. In the digital age, the serious threat of cybercrime necessitates 

a unique legal framework and an efficient enforcement system to curb 

cybercrime in India as well as at the international level. International treaties 

and conventions, particularly the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime, play a 

vital role in harmonizing legal frameworks for preventing cybercrimes across 

borders. However, several challenges exist in effectively implementing these 

laws within the Indian criminal justice system. 

This research paper examines the significance of implementing international 

cybercrime laws in India and the challenges faced in such implementation. The 

Information Technology Act, being the primary legislation in India to address 

cybercrimes, is restricted to specific offences and fails to address rapidly 

evolving cyber threats. Moreover, cybercrime legislation faces challenges due to 

the absence of clearly defined jurisdictional boundaries in cyberspace. 

Keywords: Cybercrime, International Cybercrime Laws, Information 

Technology, Criminal Justice System, Indian Cyber Laws and Regulation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Introduction of the Study 

The rapid proliferation of digital technologies has transformed the cyber world 

and created new avenues for illegal activities. Cybercrimes pose serious threats 

to individuals, organizations, governments, and property. India has witnessed a 

significant rise in cybercrimes, including data breaches, hacking, identity theft, 

cyberbullying, cyberstalking, online fraud, child exploitation, cyber terrorism, 

and other digital offences. 

In this context, effective implementation of international cybercrime laws has 

become imperative to safeguard the digital ecosystem and uphold the rule of 

law in cyberspace. Despite the existence of domestic laws such as the 

Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 

2023, India’s capacity to tackle cybercrime remains limited due to outdated 

provisions and insufficient international cooperation. 

This paper analyzes the influence, significance, challenges, and effectiveness of 

international treaties in strengthening domestic cybercrime legislation in India. 

Significance of the Study 

The objectives of this research are: 

 To assess key international conventions and frameworks addressing 

cybercrime. 

 To examine how implementation of international cybercrime laws can 

improve the Indian criminal justice system. 

 To identify legal, technological, and procedural challenges faced by 

Indian law enforcement agencies. 
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 To analyze political, cultural, and institutional factors affecting 

implementation. 

 To suggest reforms and initiatives to strengthen India’s cybercrime 

framework. 

 To enhance internal mechanisms for tackling cybercrime effectively. 

Research Questions 

 How do international treaties influence domestic cybercrime legislation? 

 What obstacles exist in enforcing these laws in India? 

 How effective are current laws in prosecuting cybercriminals in India? 

Scope and Limitations 

This research provides an overview of major international frameworks and 

analyzes strategies to harmonize Indian legislation with global standards. It 

focuses on strengthening investigation procedures and prosecutorial capabilities. 

The study does not conduct a comparative analysis of all countries but 

concentrates on India’s domestic law in light of international frameworks. 

Review of Literature 

Various scholars have examined the development of cybercrime laws at 

international and domestic levels. Earlier research has discussed the Budapest 

Convention as the first international treaty targeting cyber offences such as 

copyright infringement, computer-related fraud, and child exploitation. 

Comparative studies have analyzed cybercrime legislation in India and other 

countries like Israel and the USA. Other scholars have examined jurisdictional 

conflicts in cyberspace and the investigative challenges in cybercrime 

enforcement. 
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Existing literature largely focuses either on conceptual analysis of cybercrime, 

comparative legislative frameworks, or shortcomings in domestic law. However, 

limited research emphasizes the practical implementation of international 

cybercrime laws within India’s criminal justice system. 

Research Gap 

The present study specifically focuses on the challenges and significance of 

implementing international cybercrime laws in India. Unlike previous research 

that addresses conceptual or comparative aspects, this paper emphasizes 

enforcement mechanisms and institutional integration within the Indian legal 

framework. 

Hypothesis 

International cybercrime laws have not been fully implemented in India 

primarily because signing international conventions is not mandatory, and 

countries are not automatically required to incorporate such conventions into 

their domestic legal systems. 

Research Methodology 

The study adopts a doctrinal research methodology. Secondary sources such as 

books, journals, articles, and judicial decisions have been consulted to analyze 

legal frameworks and judicial interpretations. 

 

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR CYBERCRIME 

The Budapest Convention on Cybercrime 

The Budapest Convention is the first international treaty aimed at combating 

cybercrime. It harmonizes domestic criminal laws, provides procedural tools for 

investigation and prosecution, and establishes mechanisms for international 
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cooperation. Although India is not a signatory, the Convention serves as a 

benchmark for aligning national laws with global standards. 

The Role of Interpol 

Interpol plays a significant role in combating cybercrime by facilitating 

information exchange, providing technical assistance, and coordinating cross-

border investigations. Through its National Central Bureau in India, it supports 

collaboration between Indian law enforcement agencies and global counterparts. 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

UNODC supports member states in combating cybercrime through capacity 

building, legislative assistance, and international cooperation initiatives. It 

promotes information sharing, training programs, and collaborative efforts 

among nations. 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization Agreement 

The member states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization have adopted 

agreements recognizing cybercrime as a threat to international information 

security. India, as a member, participates in broader cooperation initiatives 

under this framework. 

Russia-Led Convention Proposal 

A proposal led by Russia seeks to establish a new international convention on 

countering the criminal use of information and communication technologies. 

India has supported discussions for a broader multilateral framework. 

African Union Convention 

The African Union Convention on Cyber Security emphasizes criminalization 

of cyber offences, procedural measures, and international cooperation. Though 

https://www.ijalr.in/


VOLUME 6 | ISSUE 4                                    MAY 2026                                   ISSN: 2582-7340 

For general queries or to submit your research for publication, kindly email us at ijalr.editorial@gmail.com 
 

https://www.ijalr.in/ 

© 2026 International Journal of Advanced Legal Research 

India is not a member, the Convention reflects global efforts to standardize 

cybercrime legislation. 

Digital Personal Data Protection Act and GDPR 

India’s Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 reflects certain principles 

found in the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation. While it 

introduces obligations for data fiduciaries and consent mechanisms, concerns 

remain regarding exemptions granted to government entities and limited 

enforcement safeguards. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE AND CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING 

INTERNATIONAL CYBERCRIME LAWS 

Significance 

 The Information Technology Act is limited in scope and does not 

comprehensively address evolving cyber threats. 

 Cybercrime complaints are increasing rapidly. 

 International conventions provide broader definitions, procedural 

safeguards, and investigative standards. 

 The Budapest Convention offers structured mechanisms for digital 

evidence collection and international cooperation. 

 Adoption of international standards could strengthen India’s legal and 

institutional framework. 

Shortfalls in the Information Technology Act 

The IT Act, 2000 was India’s first legislation addressing cyber offences. 

However, it does not comprehensively define modern cyber threats and lacks 
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clarity in certain areas. Several cyber offences are still addressed under general 

criminal law. Rapid technological advancements have rendered some provisions 

outdated. 

There is a need for either substantial amendments or comprehensive new 

legislation to address emerging cybercrimes effectively. 

Challenges in Implementation 

 India is not a signatory to the Budapest Convention. 

 International conventions require voluntary adoption and domestic 

incorporation. 

 Concerns over national sovereignty and data sharing hinder participation. 

 Some conventions were drafted without India’s involvement, raising 

concerns regarding equitable representation. 

 

CASE STUDIES AND JUDICIAL INTERPRETATIONS 

The right to privacy has been recognized as a fundamental right under the 

Indian Constitution. The Supreme Court affirmed privacy as an integral part of 

the right to life and liberty. 

In Shreya Singhal v. Union of India, the Supreme Court struck down Section 

66A of the IT Act for violating freedom of speech and expression, while 

upholding Section 69A relating to blocking powers. 

In Avinash Bajaj v. State of Delhi, the court held that intermediaries cannot be 

automatically held liable for third-party content unless direct involvement is 

established. 
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These judgments demonstrate judicial efforts to balance technological 

regulation with constitutional protections. 

ANALYSIS 

India’s cybercrime framework largely provides substantive provisions, while 

procedural aspects continue to rely on general criminal procedure laws. 

Cybercrime investigation requires specialized training, technical expertise, and 

dedicated courts. Traditional investigation methods are often ineffective in 

tracing digital evidence and cross-border offences. 

Strengthening cyber forensic capabilities, enhancing judicial training, and 

establishing specialized cybercrime courts would improve enforcement 

efficiency. 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

The Internet has become one of the most transformative technological 

innovations of recent times. While it offers immense benefits in communication, 

finance, governance, and commerce, it also creates opportunities for misuse 

through cybercrime. 

Cybercrime is inherently transnational and complex. Identifying jurisdiction and 

tracing offenders pose significant challenges. Therefore, international 

cooperation through mutual legal assistance, extradition mechanisms, and 

evidence-sharing protocols is essential. 

India has taken initial steps through domestic legislation, but there remains a 

pressing need to adopt and align with international standards. Strengthening 

international collaboration, improving investigative capacity, reforming 
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outdated provisions, and developing specialized institutions will significantly 

enhance the Indian criminal justice system. 

By harmonizing domestic law with global cybercrime frameworks and investing 

in institutional capacity-building, India can effectively respond to emerging 

cyber threats and safeguard its digital future. 
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