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Claim: Political parties across the ideological spectrum reply on similar rhetorical 

strategies – such as euphemisms, loaded language , and abstract phrasing – to manipulate 

public perception, often obscuring harsh realities and reinforcing partisan narratives. 

 

Thesis: Political Parties, regardless of ideological alignment, employ common rhetorical 

strategies- including euphemisms, loaded language, and abstract phrasing- to shape public 

perception, frequently masking difficult truths and perpetuating partisan agendas.  

 

Introduction  

In Politics and English Language, George Orwell states how political writing - 

whether from conservatives, liberals, or radicals - rely on the old phrases , vague abstract 

words , manipulation of perception through euphemisms, metaphors  etc. to hide or blanket 

the harsh reality. This kind of language instead of helping shaping our thoughts in the right 

direction and showing the harsh reality, blurs the meaning and harsh truths behind hollow, 

decorative words. .This is not just a bad writing issue but a systematic problem with 

dangerous consequences. It deflects critical thinking . Orwell discussed how this corruption 

of  language serves power . When politicians and activists repeat the ready-made phrases, 

they dodge the real debate by replacing the concrete facts and manipulating the emotions 

of people and keeping them from questioning on the essential issues .  Political parties 

across the ideological spectrum employ shared rhetorical strategies – including 

euphemisms, loaded language, and abstract phrasing – to manipulate public perception, 

obscuring harsh realities and reinforcing partisan narratives .   

 

                                                             
1 Student at O.P. Jindal Global University  

 

https://www.ijalr.in/
mailto:editorial@ijalr.in


 

https://www.ijalr.in/ 

© 2023 International Journal of Advanced Legal Research 

 

 

VOLUME 5 | ISSUE 4                   MAY 2025              ISSN: 2582-7340 

For general queries or to submit your research for publication, kindly email us at editorial@ijalr.in 

 
 

 

Digital Doublespeak: How AI and Bots Weaponize Language  

In today’s world, manipulation has taken form in a new form: computational 

propaganda. Governments and Political Parties use social media, ai , fake accounts and 

targeted disinformation as weapons to deceive people’s perspective- just as Orwell 

described language being used to “ make lies sound truthful”. The Oxford findings reveal: 

In 61 countries, evidences of political parties or politicians running for office who have 

used the tools and techniques of computational propaganda as part of their political 

campaigns have been found. These digital materialisms utilize the very techniques Orwell 

warned about euphemism, vagueness and outright deception - amplifies through 

algorithmic disruption and artificial intelligence. Where Orwell saw bureaucrats hiding 

colonial autocracies behind phrases like “pacification”, we now see autocrats deploying bot 

armies to rebrand oppression as “stability operations.” When false information spreads 

faster than the truth, language does not just decay but becomes a tool for mass control.  

 

Manufacturing Irrationality: The Dark Psychology of Modern Political Campaigns  

Claudia Mills’ Politics and Manipulation extends this analysis, showing how these 

linguistic tactics evolve into systematic psychological manipulation in modern campaigns 

Orwell saw how politicians can corrupt the English language to dishonest end; to twist 

words into fine ointment , to put falsehood into conspicuous quotes, to render the delicate 

draperies of pretence out which men and nations predicate the months of fact. Instead, 

through this analysis, he illustrated how unclear language leads to unclear thing and 

citizens are rendered vulnerable to propaganda Mills capitalized on that in offering an 

extended argument for how contemporary political campaigns have used psychological 

manipulation as a cudgel, running advertising that uses empty state symbols and fear 

rhetoric, or name calling, or both. 

The transition from the linguistic trick to psychological manipulation suggests that not only 

is there confusion at democracy but the presence of engineered irrationality. We need 

several defences :( 1) For the revival of Orwell’s demand of honest and transparent 

language ; (2) For the enhancement of public ill of emotional manipulation skills; (3) For 

the making of goose law of dirty campaigning and other electoral offences;(4) The 

educational reform to incorporate critical thinking and media literacy in civic education.  

 

Sanitizing Failure, Silencing Dissent: The Bipartisan Playbook of Euphemisms 
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Orwell’s Views align strikingly with Elicer Crespo- Fernández’s study of euphemisms in 

New Jersey’s local politics, which shows how even grassroot politicians use linguistic 

tricks to doge accountability, sugarcoat failures, and push agendas. Orwell Noted how the 

phrases, “defence of the indefensible” are covered by the phrase “pacification( Euphemism 

for violent suppression)”. This holds true for Crespo- Fernandez’s analysis of New Jersey 

politicians. For instance , considering that a councilman had called snow removal an 

inconvenience was not only diluting the chaos , but was trying to deflect blame himself. 

Similarly , describing these poverty stricken residents as the “most vulnerable”( as opposed 

to the homeless) allows it to be absent from the projected empathy. Through euphemisms, 

the authors also explain how verbal softening serves to sanitise unpleasant facts, turning 

criticism more difficult and dissent more quiet. The critique of “dying metaphors” or stale 

imagery rings through to Orwell’s writing as well. Politicians use the description “first 

class entertainment destination” metaphorically, and transform a troubled project into a 

heroic cause, Crespo-Fernández said. Similarly, referring to budget crises as a ‘burden’ 

implies a temporary roadblock that is less than a failure in governance. These are not 

accidents: it's part of how leaders use metaphors to set an agenda on how voters perceive 

and view issues. Orwell has noted this type of language 'constructs reality’ for the sake of 

environment. These tactics are uniformly bipartisan and so noticed by both works. Crespo-

Fernández adds that in liberal New Jersey, politicians use euphemisms to weaponize. There 

are no politician term when it comes to words such as ‘job flexibility’ or ‘intervention’- 

these are just tools of any party to push back critics. This conforms to Orwell’s orthodoxy 

demands a lifeless style which means that following a vague language extends beyond 

ideology, no one allowed to rock the boat. 

 

From ‘Pacification’ to ‘Challenges’ : Nigeria’s Euphemistic Playbook of Failure  

            Nigerian political discourse follows the same pattern of George Orwell’s Politics 

and the English Language, as politicians weaponize language to obscure truth. Going by 

Orwell’s examples, Nigerian candidates resort to euphemisms and metaphors ro conceal 

failures. Promises to fight corruption or to revive the economy are shades of the operative 

words in Orwell’s sanitised violence: pacification. Orwell highlighted ‘dying metaphors’ 

which are meant to ‘dull critical thought’. When Nigerian politicians speak of governance 

as combat, of fighting insecurity, they use war metaphors: stirring emote, not clarity. 

Pronouns work by controlling perception as well: ‘we’ means we act together, ‘I’ lames me 
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, which makes the accountability vague.Hyperbole and repetition amplify manipulation. By 

labelling Bako Haram ‘godless’ and exaggerating religious divide, Buhari distorts reality; 

Jonathan does the same by accusing Buhari of ‘giving soldiers nothing’ while giving the 

impression they have not been given anything at all. ‘Corruption’ or ‘fight’ becomes 

slogans, repetition, and that pounces scrutiny into numbness. The strategies are a mirror 

image of Orwell’s warning: hollow language abolishes democracy by wedging persuasion. 

Crespo-Fernández’s comparison between its euphemisms(must not be vulnerable) and 

Nigeria’s rebranding of failure as challenges also reveal the extent to which euphemisms 

might be misleading. The pivotals in both studies are a universal playbook: vague language 

crosses the aisle, empowered, not for the people.To be clear, Orwell called failures what 

they were and lies what they were: lies and failures. Political promises may be broken if 

you demand specificity in them in Nigeria. So, Orwell noted, honesty was not a choice but 

democracy’s shield.  

 

Memefying War Crimes: How Social Media Platforms Sanitize Atrocities’ 

Just as Orwell shows us that politicians cloak harsh realities in polite sounding to 

frame their messages in  ways that feel reassuring rather than alarming. In Schoeder’s 

hybrid media system, blogs, tweets, niche social feeds, however you view them sit next to 

old fashioned outlets and every word vies to get seen in a limited attention space. As 

political actors have more and more infinite formats to choose from - Facebook posts, 

Instagram stories, Online videos - that which they need to adapt with care includes their 

language with various targeted key phrases. Loaded words euphemistic enough to disguise 

war crimes until now appear as 280 character bursts or shareable memes, more likely to go 

viral if they ride some previously established biases. On many digital spaces, abstract 

framing thrives- talking about ‘economic freedom’ for instance, without saying which 

freedom does the talk apply to and what its cost is , savoured by few and skimmed by 

many. That fragmentation allows porous spots in the public’s notice to prevent proper 

exposure of messages that sidestep unpalatable truth, and amplifies Orwell’s caution about 

detaching words from accepted meaning. In addition, as a theory of ‘agenda setting suggest 

how outlets choose to highlight a topic, we observe digital platforms favouring sensational 

language(‘floods’ of refugees mote ‘flows’, ‘dissent’ rather than ‘lawlessness’, ‘criticism’ 

as ‘fake news’) which facilitates whichever side of the spectrum to frame this as common 

sense while tricking the real effect. But the same networked tools that divide can also give 
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a network to counter publics, outsider movements or movements that flip those same 

euphemisms into rallying cries and use hashtags to reveal the gap between words and 

deeds. 

 

Conclusion 

          Orwell warns us of political language and how they use the power of euphemism and 

comforting or vague language to hide the brutal reality of today’s world, one of the 

examples being Nigeria. They have been using phrases like “fighting corruption” and 

“economic revivals” to mask their failures, giving example for when Orwell warned about 

how the words such as “pacification” are used to disguise violence. In this generation, 

social Media contributes to this issue by just uploading some simple appreciation messages 

or emotional messages that cover and undermine the complex truths of today’s world. The 

real criticism gets dismissed as “fake news” because of how fast they spread online. 

But we need to realize that we are not powerless, While digital media does amplify the 

distortions, they can be used to expose them as well. Common citizens can use social 

media in a more effective way, using it for fact checking politicians and digging for the 

truth. The key to this is not blindly trusting what social media feeds us what they are 

feeding us but insisting and researching for the honest and naked truths. By calling out on 

their lies and not trusting the illusions that they create, through this we can contribute, even 

if it is a little, to protect our language and democracy. Proving Orwell right, that 

straightforward, honest and truthful words are the foundation of freedom, and that is as true 

in our generation as it was in his time. 
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