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The book elaborates on India’s standing in the global realm of negotiations in all categories, from
analyzing the challenges to overviewing the growth in the transition from a ‘naysayer’ to a rule-
maker, it tries to provide a intelligible view on the growing political, economic and strategic clout
of India in the world diplomacy. The author Mohan Kumar is a veteran diplomat, now retired after
serving for 36 years as a member of the Indian Foreign Service.

The book traces India’s interest and origin in global politics to the pre-independence era,

appreciating the representation and participation in the 1919 Paris Peace Conference although not

yet being established as a sovereign state. Furthermore, leveraging the exception to the requirement

of ‘self-governing’ status for entry, facilitated inclusion in the League of Nations, followed by
International Labour Organization (ILO), the Permanent Court of International Justice (PCI1J) , and
other League organizations such as United Nations (UN), five years prior to the independency. In
addition, the book emphasizes on India’s approach in underpinning their commitment towards
multilateralism and negotiations by constitutionalizing the principles.

In its initial chapter, the book locates the ‘Gandhi Litmus Test’ as being a major drawback to India
in its quest to be actionable in diplomatic negotiations before 1990s, as it was all too unigue to the
country, as vast number of people were under the ambit of poverty. But, post 1991 as the poverty

ratio was declined, India’s potential for becoming a strategic partner in international negotiations
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increased. Confirming the assertion, the book derives a comparison between Uruguay Round of
trade negotiations of 1986 with that of the Doha Round in 2001, further applauding India’s position
in climate change negotiations subsequently. Ultimately, the book asserts for an Integrated
Assessment Framework outlining the focus over domestic politics, material gains, geopolitical
imperatives, commitment to multilateralism and finally the Gandhi Litmus Test in order to assess
India’s stand in the international forum.

Disagreeing to the ‘naysayer’ reputation of India developed in the summits of World Trade
Organization (WTO) the book showcases the nature of state as developing and least-developed
countries were exploited by the developed ones. By analyzing the lack of deserved recognition from
major players in WTO for India’s efforts in establishing a positive negotiating agenda, it stipulated
the ‘Implementation’ agenda that was conceived by India along with other like-minded countries
referring to the difficulties faced by them in coping with the goals that are mostly laid down with
the purview of developed countries.

Furthermore, questioning the tag of ‘naysayer’ the book exemplifies India’s independent initiative
in forming a negotiating group for Mode 4 (Movement of Natural Persons) under the General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and urging participation of developed countries. In
addition, the refusal by WTO in granting Geographical Indications (GIs) to India on products such
as ‘Basmati Rice’, ‘Kolhapur Chappals’ and accepting ‘Champagne’ as a Gl to the European Union
shines light over India’s attempt for a stronger footing in negotiations and consequently, denotes the
vagueness on the ‘naysayer’ tag over India. Hence, the book seeks to set the record straight on
India’s role at WTO.

Lastly, questioning India’s dual approach in hesitating to engage in negotiations on issues like
investment, e-commerce, trade and public health whilst being agreed by majority of WTO members
and on the other hand, pursuing a series of free trade agreements (FTA) with Europe, United
Kingdom, Australia, UAE, Canada and Israel, the author seeks justification about the approach as it
is reflecting a tendency to follow global trends or deterioration in India’s commitment in
multilateral trading system. As a result, coining the term ‘Poverty Veto’ the author highlights the
influence of large population still living in poverty and the consequences that pertain over them
from the adopted approaches. Thus, emphasizing on the fact that ‘Gandhi Litmus Test’ and the
‘need for policy space’ shape India’s position in WTO negotiations.

Alluding to Indira Gandhi’s infamous rhetorical question, ‘Are not poverty and need the greatest

polluter’? at the UN Conference on the Human Environment held in Stockholm in 1972, the 3rd

chapter of the book connotes evolution of India from acting as a passive observer to becoming a

strategic participant, which consecutively imprinted India’s main objective to preserve maximum
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policy space for its own economic development in the negotiations. Further, India’s strong
advocation at 1992 Rio Summit asserting that developing countries should not cater to the
commitments that hamper their development goals resulted in negotiation of the principle of
‘Common But Differentiated Approach’ (CBDA), affirming that primary contributors to the
problem are liable to provide aid and access to technology to developing countries, thus, helping
them tackle climate challenges. Following this, the chapter traces reversion from many developed
countries in acknowledging their contribution to climate change through emission of greenhouse
gases (GHG) by withdrawing their stance from the summits and their agendas, as in, United States
(US) declining to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in 2001.

Reaffirming the transition of India from a ‘naysayer’ to a strategic stakeholder and solution provider
can be traced back to instances such as, the launch of International Solar Alliance (ISA) being a
result of India’s pivotal role at 2015 Paris Agreement followed by COP27 in 2022. Despite this
leadership, at last the chapter mentions the major challenge pertaining to India as the only major
country being pressurized to adopt a low-carbon development pathway excluding developed
countries such as China. Ultimately, it is evident that India is in need of assistance from developed
countries if it intends to fulfill the ‘zero-net emissions’ goal by 2070.

Through chapter 4, the author applauds the efforts of India’s Foreign policy led by the Prime
Minister and the external affairs minister as being agile and effective in maintaining a balance in the
global political arena in the wake of Russia-Ukraine war, amidst the significant criticism for being
silent over condemning Russia on its invasion to Ukraine. This evidently showcases that India on
one hand, proves to be successful in maintaining diplomatic relations with all the parties involved
and on the other hand, in preserving its strategic partnerships along with safeguarding national
interests. Thus, articulating to the Integrated Assessment Framework and excelling in the multi-

alignment strategy.

The final chapter exhibits the possibility in reduction of influence of ‘poverty veto’ over India
which has resulted in rise of India’s global stature facilitating more flexibility in approaching
international negotiations, considering the exemplified initiatives like the Quad (Quadrilateral
security dialogue, comprising India, Japan, Australia, and US), the Coalition for Disaster Resilient

Infrastructure (CRDI) and the Global Green Hydrogen Coalition, etc., which clearly showcase

India’s incipient attempts to become a rule-shaper and utterly getting rid of the ‘naysayer’ tag. The

book concludes that there are two categories that play a vital role in maintaining India’s stance as a

rule-shaper in global negotiations and they are, the economic and military power. Thus, the author
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suggests two approaches to be followed - an economy of worth $10 trillion and and reduction of
poverty to 10% of total population.

Finally, catering to the approaches suggested by the author it is clearly arguable that reaching an
economy of worth $10 trillion is like a show of power in global realm but in other sense, pertaining
to domestic prosperity it is evident that with India’s population contributing to almost 18%?2 of the

world’s population will strive even if we achieve $10 trillion economy. As for example, United

States economy is worth almost $30 trillion®with the population of 5%* as compared to the rest of

the world, this ratio defines the standard of living of people which inversely defines the prosperity
that a country yields. Therefore, at first it would be beneficial on focusing in increasing per capital
income and enhancing the standard of living of the people, in order to avoid a situation where in
‘the rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer’ and as a result the economy is striking
high but prosperity is at low.

Moreover, reducing poverty to 10% (as opposed to 30% now®) would be challenging as the graph of
reduction in percentage of poverty is extremely slow as compared to the graph of increase in
population. Moreover, focusing solely on growing the economy can result in increase of inflation
which immediately contributes to the rapid incline in poverty percentage. Therefore, a balance is
required in the approach between the economic growth and reduction in poverty if India’s wishes to

play a major role in global negotiations and pertain its position as one for a long-period of time.

2World Bank, Population, total - India (2024), Available at:
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL ?locations=IN. (last visited Jan. 4, 2025)

3 World Bank, United States, GDP (Current US$), The World Bank. Available
at:https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?locations=US. (last visited Jan. 4, 2025)

4 World Bank. Population, total - United States (2023). The World Bank. Available at:
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL ?locations=US (last visited Jan. 4, 2025).

> World Bank, Poverty & Equity Data - India (2023), https://data.worldbank.org/country/india (last visited Jan. 4,
2025).

For general queries or to submit your research for publication, kindly email us at ijalr.editorial @gmail.com
https://www.ijalr.in/
©2025 International Journal of Advanced Legal Research



https://www.ijalr.in/
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?locations=IN
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?locations=US
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?locations=US
https://data.worldbank.org/country/india

	INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ADVANCED LEGAL RESEARCH

