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ABSTRACT 

For many women, getting married is something that they dream about starting from when 

they were young girls. In our patriarchal society it is also considered to be one of, if not the 

most important milestone a woman can aspire and the importance of that is impressed upon 

them from a young age.  For many women especially those belonging to the rural and middle 

class, getting married to a NRI husband is a dream come true which guarantees them security 

and an increased social standing. So what happens when that dream turns into a nightmare? 

Between 2015 and 2019, the Indian government received 6,094 complaints from women who 

were tricked into marrying NRI spouses.2 Eight NRI brides petitioned the Supreme Court in 

2018 to strengthen India's anti-dowry legislation. 

They estimate in their petition that there are at least "40,000 abandoned brides" just like 

them, based on the combined figures of many rights organisations and activists helping these 

women.3Their plight is often ignored or deemed unimportant in favour of those women who 

are going through more “pressing” issues such as domestic violence, sexual harassment, the 

evils of the dowry system, and more. However it must be noted that these issues overlap quite 

frequently and often in cases of abandoned brides, there is domestic violence and unabashed 

abuse of the dowry system. The case of abandoned brides is not an isolated issue but one that 

connects to larger societal problems. This paper examines the blind spots in our legislation, 

society and culture that allowed NRI husbands to abandon their wives with impunity as well 

as traces the changes and strides made in law to confront this issue. This paper analyses the 

abuse that abandonment brings about in such marriages as well as examines The Hague 

                                                             
1BALLB Student at O.P. Jindal Global University 
2“Neither a widow nor a wife”: India’s abandoned brides available at: https://fullerproject.org/story/abandoned-

brides-india-nri-dowry-2/ (last visited on January 15, 2025) 
3Ibid. 
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Conventions and its role in public international law that inevitably affects such cases. Finally 

this paper also discusses governmental interventions to combat the issue.   
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Abandonment, patriarchy, NRI, marriages, abuse, domestic violence, desertion 

INTRODUCTION 

Over the years, the problem of Indian women being forced into marriages with NRIs has 

taken on an alarming dimension, making the subject of "NRI marriages" of utmost concern. 

Increasing dowry demand is the new consumerism. Afamilial desire for their daughters to 

marry foreign-born spouses and greater international connectivity are all results of 

contemporary global developments. In this global context, wives are frequently deserted by 

their husbands across countries. NRI wives are divorced without their knowledge in ex parte 

proceedings in foreign courts, purposefully excluded from forums where they could get 

assistance and left without money due to financial abuse. The problem's scope is 

astounding.The phenomenon of Indian wives being abandoned by their non-resident Indian 

(NRI) husbands has become widespread in recent years. For over ten years, the number of 

wives who have been left behind by their non-resident Indian husbands has been steadily 

increasing. Women in almost every Indian state have been abandoned by NRI men who now 

reside in the USA, Canada, the UK, and other European and Middle Eastern nations. The 

different forms of abandonment in an NRI marriage can be narrowed down to three:  

(a) a woman who migrates to her husband's country of residence with Indian ancestry after 

marriage may be forced to leave or, less frequently, flee after experiencing domestic 

violence;  

(b) a woman may be unknowingly abandoned in her native country after marriage while her 

husband returns with promises that he will sponsor her visa, but she is left with her in-laws 

and eventually evicted from their home or departs due to domestic violence and; 

(c) a woman may be unknowingly abandoned in her native country after marriage while her 

husband returns with promises that he will sponsor her visa, but she is left with her in-laws 

and eventually evicted from their home or departs due to domestic violence.4 

 

                                                             
4Anitha, S., Roy, A. and Yalamarty, H., “Disposable Women: Abuse, Violence and Abandonment in 

Transnational Marriages”(University of Lincoln, 2016) 
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The Mechanism of an NRI Marriage 

The concept of marriage is greatly idealised in Indian culture and Hinduism. In a society 

where patriarchy is entrenched in its social fabric, marriage and family is obviously seen as 

the dominating force in a woman’s life. The role of a wife across religions in India is to be 

subservient to her husband and his family. A married woman is offered security and dignity 

in society, a status that is exacerbated when she becomes a mother. Separation, Divorce or 

dissolution of a marriage brings disrepute not just to the woman but also her family. Families 

play a crucial role in arranging marriages, with cultural practices like dowry and preference 

for sons contributing to patriarchal structures where women are undervalued. 

Factors that disadvantage potential brides include the bride's age, multiple unmarried 

daughters in her family, poverty, dark complexion, and previous divorces. Most people view 

marriage as a once-in-a-lifetime experience that is highly regarded by society that must be 

sanctified and celebrated. Naturally, families of the bride are desperate to marry off their 

daughters to wealthy eligible bachelors who will only enhance the social status and 

respectability of the bride. So eager are the families, that often the bride and the groom are 

not even given a chance to ascertain their compatibility. Furthermore, research suggests that 

the gap between the proposal and the wedding is seldom more than two weeks.5 In many 

cases, the family and the bride is unaware of important material information about the groom 

such as his occupation, earnings, address, marital history, and visa or passport status. The 

virtue of being an NRI is often enough to convince the minds of desperate families. It must be 

noted that the bride has often no control in such matters leaving her no choice but to trust her 

family leaving her more vulnerable than ever. 

Across different historical myths, legends and folklore, the Indian woman is portrayed as the 

nurturer as a wife, mother, daughter while also as a defenceless and weak entity completely 

dependent on the male sex.6 This contributes to our patriarchal understanding of women 

which has been deeply embedded in the social fabric of our country since time immemorial. 

For many NRI men, they choose to marry an Indian bride instead of someone from their 

country of residence because of the stereotypes that paint them as inherently exploitable. A 

woman who is naïve, trusting, and willing to compromise makes it easier to deceive and 

                                                             
5Ibid. 
6Indira Sharma, Balram Pandit, Abhishek Pathak, Reet Sharma, “Hinduism, marriage and mental illness” 55 

Indian Journal of Psychiatry 243 (2013). 
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dispose of her. This marriage also serves as a way of securing dowry and free domestic 

labour provided by the wife who will maintain the household and in many cases her in laws. 

A very prevalent pattern in NRI marriages is the hurriedly arranged marriage and exchange of 

dowry. The husband leaves his wife to live with the in-laws, in line with socio-cultural norms 

in India. He slowly stops communicating with her as she waits for her visa, andis left to take 

care of her in-laws and conduct household chores. Her in-laws may also insist on regular 

dowry payments from her parents. She is thrown out of the house eventually amid increasing 

violence and the husband initiates ex parte divorce proceedings without the knowledge of his 

wife. 

Global hierarchies and time constraints exacerbate the gendered disparities in the norms 

governing marriage negotiations between the two families in the case of NRI marriages. 

While women and their families have few possibilities to reduce or determine risks, as they 

would typically do in a local marriage, males and their families take advantage of these 

situations to negotiate the most advantageous marriage. 

 

The Dowry System  

Dowry has been a significant tradition in Hindu marriages since ancient times, with the 

Dharmashastra stating that the meritorious act of "kanyadan" is incomplete without the 

bridegroom receiving a "Varadakshina." 7The gifts given by parents, relatives, or friends 

constitute her "Streedhan" during marriage. Dowry originated as a voluntary gift or bequest 

offered to a girl at her wedding from her parents. However, the modern context of dowry 

differs from the traditional ideas of kanyadan (voluntary gift) and streedhan (pre-mortem 

inheritance). The modern practice of dowry is imposed on the bride's family, who are forced 

to pay a large amount of money to get their daughters married. The amount expected often 

exceeds the financial ability of the girl's family, and women have no control over their 

dowries. 

The inflation of dowry has been attributed to globalization and liberalization in South Asia. 

As a requirement in the marriage, the bride's family may give the groom dowry in the form of 

jewellery, money, consumer items, or property. The evolving types of dowries during the 

Indian diaspora's movement and settling in international nations have been chronicled by 

                                                             
7Ibid. 

https://www.ijalr.in/


VOLUME 5 | ISSUE 3            FEBRUARY 2025     ISSN: 2582-7340 

For general queries or to submit your research for publication, kindly email us at ijalr.editorial@gmail.com 

https://www.ijalr.in/ 

©2025 International Journal of Advanced Legal Research 

research. The amount of dowry was calibrated according to the NRI's social status, job, and 

country of residence in the hierarchy of nations. 

The demand for dowry, particularly when the bride's family cannot meet the requirement, is a 

significant factor in domestic violence. Dowry in NRI marriages serves to subsidise global 

capital and create a cheap and flexible global labor force. The bride's family incurred debts to 

make payments to enhance the financial security of the grooms in their country of residence, 

hoping to secure the future of their daughters. 

 

Common Issues arising in NRI Marriages 

The National Commission for Women has identified several common issues in NRI 

marriages, including abandonment, abuse, ransom payments, and lack of support.8These 

problems may arise if woman is left behind before moving abroad, where her husband may 

severely abuse, harm, malnourish, imprison, and mistreat her. Her children are frequently 

abducted or taken away by force, and she may be forced to escape or be sent back. 

In addition, the woman or her parents can be forced to pay a dowry of large sums of money, 

which could jeopardise her safety in her husband's country. When the woman gets to the 

distant country, she might discover that her spouse is not there, leaving her without any 

means to flee. 

The woman may later learn that her NRI husband tricked her into marrying him by giving her 

misleading information about his job, marital status, income, assets, immigration status, and 

other relevant details. It's also possible that the woman is refused support under the guise that 

the marriage had previously been dissolved by a court in another nation. 

Technical legal challenges pertaining to court jurisdiction, notice or order service, order 

enforcement, or discovering that the husband is starting concurrent retaliatory legal actions in 

another nation may arise for the woman seeking maintenance or a divorce. Finally, after 

learning that Indian courts have virtually no jurisdiction in such circumstances, the woman 

might be persuaded to get married in the foreign nation where her spouse resides. In addition, 

the woman can be charged with unlawfully kidnapping her own children and fight in court 

for child support and custody of her children. 

After being abandoned by their NRI spouses, many women have also petitioned the 

Commission for redressal of their complaints. 

                                                             
8Government of India, “Plight Of Indian Women Deserted By NRI” (Ministry of External Affairs, 2003). 
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The Difficulties NRI Women face 

According to research, males and their families frequently take deliberate measures to 

dominate and control the women in NRI marriages.9 By combining rulemaking, 

and surveillance, they successfully secure advantages and perks from these partnerships. In 

addition to controlling the women's appearance, they also limit their freedom of movement, 

stop them from communicating with their relatives, and limit their financial resources. 

Many men used the tactic of coercive control which has proven to be devastatingly effective 

because it violates a woman's autonomy and agency through small and consistent acts such as 

taking advantage of the woman’s unfamiliarity with social customs and legal practices of a 

foreign country. A recurring theme in numerous instances is the systematic use of power, 

intimidation, and isolation by males and their families to ensnare women.10 

State immigration laws that limit the rights of married migrants exacerbate power imbalances 

in these partnerships and contribute to the system of control that allows abuse to flourish. 

Furthermore, our patriarchal society's gender stereotypes and societal conventions against 

divorce only serve to create an atmosphere in which men and their in-laws can oppress and 

mistreat them without consequence.  

 

The Deception of Abandonment: 

The majority of women attempted to maintain their marriages in spite of persistent and 

frequently intensifying forms of violence. As they lived with what they considered to be a 

“normal level” of violence and underwent daily acts of control, they attempted to appease 

their spouse and in-laws by remaining silent. These justifications allowed women to remain 

married while rationalising the violence.11 Women find it extremely difficult to escape 

violent relationships because of socio cultural norms that disapprove divorce. 

Due to their unstable immigration status, marriage migrants are especially vulnerable and 

heavily reliant on their violent partners. Abandonment across international borders means that 

women are often unable to initiate criminal proceedings against men for domestic violence 

and claim rights to settlement. Many women who are left with their in laws are completely 

dependent on their husbands while they wait for their travel documents to be arranged only 

for them to eventually realize their husbands have no such plans. 

                                                             
9Supra, n.3 at 13 
10Supra, n.3 at 14 
11Supra, n.3 at 25 
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Women often sought help covertly from multiple informal sources, including neighbours, 

domestic servants, sympathetic relatives. This often led to implicit condoning of the abuse. In 

an effort to reduce violence or obtain better treatment so that the marriage would survive, the 

majority of women engaged their families in conversations with their abusers.  

Family support—such as a short stay in the natal home, discussions with the husband's 

family, or a dowry payment—is frequently the next step when violence intensifies. The 

woman's attempts to "make the marriage work" through flexibility and adjustment—values 

that are instilled in them from a young age—were a prerequisite for this support.12 

Men and their families are free to manipulate, abuse, and exploit women since they are aware 

that neither the Indian nor international judicial systems will defend women. In order to deny 

their wives any resources or rights, NRI men would cunningly desert them in India. 

The woman or her parents may also be forced to pay large sums of money as dowry, which 

can affect her continued safety in her husband's country of residence. When the woman 

arrives in the foreign country, she may find her husband not there, and she may be  

abandoned without any means to flee. 

The case Venkat Perumal v. State of Andhra Pradesh II (1998) DMC 523 involves an NRI 

husband seeking to quash the proceedings initiated by his wife in Hyderabad under Section 

498 A of the IPC, which pertains to allegations of matrimonial cruelty.13 She alleged that she 

experienced harassment, and torture during her brief stays in Madras and the United States. 

When she declined her husband's request to terminate her pregnancy, he abandoned her 

without financial support at Dallas Airport. She returned to India and, due to the humiliation 

and mental distress she endured, suffered a miscarriage in Hyderabad. This case is just one 

example of many that demonstrates the abuse prevalent in NRI marriages. 

 

The woman or her parents may also be forced to pay large sums of money as dowry, which 

can affect her continued safety in her husband's country of residence. When the woman 

arrives in the foreign country, she may find her husband not there, and she may be abandoned 

without any means to flee. 

 

Sexual Abuse in NRI Marriages 

                                                             
12Supra, n.3 at 26 
13National Commission For Women, “Report on Problems Relating to NRI” (2006). 
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The National Commission for Women has identified several common issues in NRI 

marriages, including abandonment, abuse, ransom payments, and lack of support.14 These 

issues can occur when the woman is abandoned before being taken to a foreign country, 

where she is brutally battered, assaulted, abused, malnourished, confined, and ill-treated by 

her husband. She may be forced to flee or forcibly sent back, with her children often abducted 

or forcibly taken away. 

Sexual abuse and denial of reproductive rights are synonymous with NRI marriages, with 

intimate partners being the most common perpetrators of rape. Sexual compulsion is a 

common problem for many women, where their husbands decide whether or not they have 

sex and sometimes expect them to accept their secondary status to their primary partner. 

Additionally, women were under pressure to become pregnant because of the long-held 

notion that having a child would alter a man's perspective. Because cultural customs like 

dowries provide financial disincentives for producing daughters, pregnancy is especially 

upsetting for mothers who are expecting a girl child. According to some, the female 'shortfall' 

in sex ratios results from sex-selective abortions and gender-biased resource distribution, 

which lowers the survival rates of girls in India and some South Asian communities abroad.15 

 

Financial Abuse and The Exploitation of Domestic Labour 

Financial abuse, or the exploitation of women's free domestic labour for the husband's and his 

family's financial gain, is one facet of domestic violence that is commonly neglected.  

Many women took up a variety of responsibilities, including cooking, cleaning, and caring 

for the elderly members of their husbands' families, in accordance with the gendered 

expectations for domestic work responsibilities in all countries. 

Many women expected domestic labour to be one of their primary roles. What they did not 

expect was that it would be their only role with no affection or respect from their in laws in 

return. 

The woman or her parents may also be forced to pay large sums of money as dowry, which 

can affect her continued safety in her husband's country of residence. When the woman 

arrives in the foreign country, she may find her husband not there, and she may be abandoned 

without any means to flee. 

Women Seeking Help from the Police 

                                                             
14Supra, n.7 at 40 
15Supra, n.3 at 27 
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In the last twenty years, feminist interventions have transitioned from an incident-centered 

perspective on domestic violence to a framework that conceptualises it as a violation of 

liberty. The idea of enforced dominance, which includes both physical and sexual abuse, 

offers a more profound comprehension of the pain caused by domestic violence than only 

physical trauma. However, these interpretations are not clear in India's legal and judicial 

systems, where domestic violence is usually restricted to serious injuries, death, or violations 

involving dowries. 

In India, dowry-related violence is covered by section 304, whereas domestic violence is 

covered by section 498A. In many cases, the police exhibited reluctance to file the FIR, 

resulting in a process that was disparaging and time consuming. Some women ascribed this 

inaction to corrupt practices and bribery, noting that in-laws possessed greater financial 

resources from their son, while women's parents were hesitant to deplete limited family 

resources after experiencing significant losses from dowry payment. 

 

Legal Implications 

One of the most difficult and complicated areas for legal action in any system is matrimonial 

issues. The complexity of the Indian environment is increased by the multiplicity of personal 

laws of different religious sects and the lack of standardised civil laws.16 When a marriage 

occurs outside of a nation's borders and, thus, the bounds of its legal system, these legal 

issues are exacerbated.  

 

Private International Law 

It is imperative to discuss private international law which is a legal framework that settles 

legal disputes between a person's home country and the one in which they live or get 

citizenship. These problems frequently come up in private affairs including marriage, 

divorce, child custody, kidnapping, adoption, and succession.17 Personal laws that are based 

on the religion are often the root of many problems in India. Every resident of the majority of 

foreign nations is subject to the same civil code.  

Addressing and resolving the diversity of systems is the primary challenge for private 

international law. Although every nation has its own universal jurisprudential maxim, 

                                                             
16Supra, n.7 at 17 
17Ibid 
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relationships both within and between nations are expanding. Different territorial systems that 

deal with the same life circumstances in different ways make up legal systems. The court of 

one nation must go beyond its own internal law when a matter takes on cross-border 

dimensions in order to prevent contradiction with the applicable internal system norm. 

Since practically every nation in the modern world has its own municipal law and conflict of 

laws system, private international law is not the same everywhere. Countries have been using 

the principle of comity of nations – which states that countries should recognize each as 

sovereign nations and respect each other’s legal systems- more and more to address this 

ongoing challenge and create uniformity among the diverse systems of private international 

law. This entails establishing a consistent and widely recognised code of etiquette that 

regulates court encounters across nations, with some standards acknowledged as universal to 

all civilised regimes. Member nations have signed international treaties to achieve this, and 

many of them have also incorporated the agreed-upon principles into local laws. For nations 

that  

have not ratified these accords or for circumstances not addressed by 

the courts in every nation have been embracing or changing any of them 

guidelines for resolving conflicts involving an international dimension.  

 

Elizabeth Dinshaw v. Arvand M. Dinshawis a case involving a child unlawfully removed 

from the USA by the father, contrary to custody orders issued by a US Court in favour of the 

mother, the Supreme Court mandated the child's return to the USA.18 This decision was based 

not only on the principle of comity but also on an independent assessment of the facts, which 

indicated that returning the child to the native state was in the child's best interests. The case 

is notable in terms of the principle of comity and how it factors within child custody disputes. 

 

The Hague Conventions: 

The Hague Conference on has significantly influenced private international law. It facilitates 

international judicial and administrative cooperation. The conference has established various 

conventions that govern substantive and procedural aspects of international civil litigation. 

Including the legalisation of public documents, the service of judicial and extrajudicial 

                                                             
18Supra, n.11 at 21 
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documents abroad, the taking of evidence, and cooperation in inter-country adoption and 

child protection. 

India, as a participant in the Hague Conference, has ratified four Hague Conventions: the 

Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents, the 

Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents in Civil or 

Commercial Matters, the Convention on the Taking of Evidence Abroad in Civil or 

Commercial Matters, and the Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in 

Respect of Inter Country Adoption. India has expressed reservations concerning Article 10, 

specifically regarding the methods of service, including the direct transmission of judicial 

documents via postal channels to individuals abroad, as well as the autonomy of judicial 

officers, officials, or other competent authorities in the State of Destination to serve judicial 

documents directly through their means. 

The Hague Convention on the Recognition of Divorces and Legal Separations, 1970, is an 

international legislation that aims to reconcile the different social and religious philosophies 

of different States regarding marriage and the acceptability of divorce or legal separation.19 

Its application is restricted to contracting States and does not apply to cases where a State has 

multiple legal systems, particularly concerning the recognition of divorces and legal 

separations obtained within one of its constituent systems. The Convention does not endorse 

the position that all foreign divorces must be recognized, irrespective of their jurisdictional 

foundation. 

 

When proceedings were started in the State of origin, a foreign divorce or legal separation is 

recognised if the respondent had their usual place of residence in the State where the divorce 

occurred. However, this habitual residence must have persisted for at least one year 

immediately preceding the initiation of proceedings or that both spouses have habitually 

resided there. 

Nationality has historically served as the fundamental basis for jurisdiction in civil law 

jurisdictions, but the Conference accepted the nationality criteria with specific modifications 

in response to criticisms expressed by some delegates. Under the Convention, the nationality 

of the respondent is not acknowledged as a criterion for recognising a foreign divorce or legal 

separation, but it permits recognition when both spouses are nationals of the granting State. 

                                                             
19Priti Rana, “Distant Silences and Default Judgements: Access To Justice For Transnationally Abandoned 

Women In India” Manupatra(2019). 
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The Convention indirectly incorporates the concept of 'domicile,' as Article 3 stipulates that 

when the state of origin employs 'domicile' as a criterion for jurisdiction in divorce or legal 

separation cases, the term 'habitual residence' in Article 2 is to be interpreted as 

encompassing domicile as used in that context. 

 

Measures Implemented by the Indian Government  

The Registration of Marriage of Non-Resident Indian Bill, introduced in 2019 mandates that 

non-resident Indians register their marriages within thirty days of the event. It is perhaps the 

biggest legal stride in this extremely pressing issue. The proposal aims to amend the Passport 

Act of 1967 and the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1973. The proposed amendments would 

enable the passport authority to impound or revoke a non-resident Indian's passport or travel 

document if the individual fails to register their marriage within thirty days. The amendments 

would enable courts to issue summons and warrants via the Ministry of External Affairs' 

website. The legislation additionally allows for the attachment of properties owned by a 

proclaimed offender. The bill tackles instances of fraudulent marriages involving Indian 

women and non-resident Indians, highlighting the necessity for protective measures for these 

spouses. Marriages solemnised in India or abroad must be registered within thirty days of the 

marriage date. The legislation seeks to enhance the enforcement of rights for deserted spouses 

and mandates the registration of marriages by non-resident Indians within thirty days of the 

marriage date.20 

 

To provide relief to spouses who have been abandoned by their non-resident Indian husbands, 

the government has implemented a multifaceted strategy.21 The Ministry of External Affairs 

offers these women advice, direction, and information on legal procedures, including how to 

serve a judicial summons on an overseas Indian husband, file a case in India, issue Look Out 

Circulars, and impound and revoke the husband's Indian passport. 

All Indian Missions and Posts overseas updated the Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF) 

Guidelines to offer legal and monetary support to troubled women who are married to NRI 

spouses. Additionally, the amount of financial and legal aid available to Indian women in 

                                                             
20The Registration of Marriage of Non-Resident Indian Bill,2019 
21Question No.2406 Desertion Of Wives By NRI Grooms, available at: 

https://www.mea.gov.in/rajyasabha.htm?dtl/30863/QUESTION+NO2406+DESERTION+OF+WIVES+BY+N

RI+GROOMS(last visited on January 16, 2025). 
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distress has been raised to US$4,000 per case. To enable them to take the required and proper 

actions to help the lady with documentation and case preparation, the assistance is granted to 

the applicant's empanelled legal counsel or the Indian Community Association, Women's 

Organisation, or NGO in question. 

To identify the legal and regulatory issues that Indian nationals married to Indian nationals 

living abroad confront, as well as to recommend changes to current Acts and legislation or 

new policies, laws, and regulations, an Expert Committee has been established. The creation 

of an Integrated Nodal Agency is one of the Expert Committee's suggestions that has been 

approved. 

The INA is operating efficiently and offering Indian women who are married to overseas 

Indian spouses a one-stop, fast answer to their issues. 

 The Ministry of External Affairs does not maintain state-specific data instead, it has been 

receives and addresses complaints from women who have been abandoned by their NRI 

spouses from all over India. These complaints include requests for maintenance, support, 

divorce, child custody, extradition, repatriation of the spouse to India, and legal and financial 

support to bring a case against the non-resident spouse.  

 

SUGGESTIONS 

The Ministry of External Affairs has publicly released guidelines and preventative measures 

for NRI brides. Future NRI brides should confirm their status with their family, friends, and 

neighbours before dating or marrying an overseas Indian (NRI) spouse.22This includes 

checking their marital status, employment details, immigration details, financial status, 

criminal antecedents, and family background. Future NRI brides should confirm their status 

with their family, friends, and neighbours before dating or marrying an overseas Indian (NRI) 

spouse. It's also crucial to verify the spouse's documentation, including their passport, visa, 

social security number, tax filings, and proof of address in the other nation. 

If this information cannot be verified through your network, local Indian associations, bodies, 

NGOs, or other organizations in the country where the NRI/PIO spouse is residing must be 

contacted to seek help. It is essential in NRI marriages to not blindly trust bureaus, agents, or 

middlemen, forging papers, or falling for schemes to migrate to another country, or secretly 

                                                             
22FAQs How to address issues related to Marriages of Indian Women to NRI/PIOs, available at 

https://www.mea.gov.in/images/pdf/faq-marraiges-of-indian-women.pdf (last visited on January 12, 2025) 

https://www.ijalr.in/
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finalizing matters in secrecy. Publicizing and sharing information about NRI marriages 

among close relatives can help gather vital information. 

If an NRI husband demands dowry or is being abusive to his wife after she moves with him 

to a foreign country, the nearest Indian Embassy/Consulate must be approached for 

assistance, along with local NGOs, and the Indian Mission for initial legal/financial 

assistance. 

Marriage registration and maintaining sufficient documentation is crucial, including 

passports, health insurance plans, affidavits from the spouse, marriage registration 

certificates, and visa application documents. 

It is advisable to keep the contact information of the spouse's employer in the foreign 

country, the Indian Embassy or High Commission in the place of residency, the local police, 

ambulance services, and neighbours, friends, and family before leaving India after marrying 

an NRI. Important document photocopies should be safely stored with parents or other 

trustworthy people in India or overseas. 

A complaint or First Information Report (FIR) on cruelty may be submitted to the local 

police station in India when an NRI husband deserts his wife. Crimes done outside of India 

are still considered crimes within Indian territory under Section 188 of the Criminal 

Procedure Code (Cr. P.C.). The affected person can seek help from the local police, the 

Indian Embassy, Indian Mission authorities in charge of community welfare, the husband's 

workplace, local Indian associations, and reliable friends or family in that nation if 

abandonment or harassment takes place abroad. 

It is advised to open a bank account in the country of residency, become acquainted with 

local regulations, and stay in regular communication with friends and family in order to 

ensure personal safety while travelling abroad. It can also be helpful to learn as much of the 

local language as you can. The Indian Community Welfare Fund offers additional aid to 

distressed Indian nationals, including 'Open House' meetings, early legal assistance, and 

information on legal mechanisms, procedures, and summonses to empower impacted 

individuals. 

 

CONCLUSION 

NRI related desertion in marriages is a particularly cunning form of abuse and it is high time 

that this insidious and deceptive form of domestic violence is given due recognition. The 

https://www.ijalr.in/


VOLUME 5 | ISSUE 3            FEBRUARY 2025     ISSN: 2582-7340 

For general queries or to submit your research for publication, kindly email us at ijalr.editorial@gmail.com 

https://www.ijalr.in/ 

©2025 International Journal of Advanced Legal Research 

violence of deception, the rampant sexual abuse, the financial abuse and exploitation of 

labour are some of the primary elements present in an NRI marriage. Questions about The 

Hague Convention, jurisdiction and private international law are intrinsically important to 

engage with but they should not be granted precedence over the pain and suffering of abuse 

victims. It is fundamental to understand the inner workings of an NRI marriage to effectively 

solve the problem.  There have been notable strides made by the Indian government with the 

The Registration of Marriage of Non-Resident Indian Bill, 2019 and several other 

preventative measures that have been implemented. However, there is still a long way to go 

with the efficacy of these measures at the grassroots level. It is important to organise social 

awareness campaigns about this issue and inform and educate government officials and 

authorities of this serious issue. Most importantly, it must be remembered that this issue is 

connected to larger problems faced by women living their life in an extremely patriarchal 

society.  
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