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Abstract: 

The concept of "love jihad" is a complex and hotly debated issue in today's society. It is an idea 

that crudely but effectively argues that Muslim men are waging jihad in India through love 

marriages. One prevalent and potentially misleading myth associated with "Love Jihad" 

revolves around the belief that it entails a systematic and coercive effort to compel non-Muslim 

individuals to convert to Islam through deceptive tactics. Understanding this concept requires a 

thoughtful and balanced approach that considers individual choices, the intricacies of 

relationships between people from different faiths, and the broader social and cultural context. 

This paper aims to explore different aspects of this concept, including its historical origins, 

underlying beliefs, common misconceptions and legal consequences. In particular, this paper 

provides an overview of the various aspects of the concept, focusing on the complexities of 

interfaith relationships, the context of Muslim law, and legal implications. 
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cultural influences. 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

In recent years, the concept of "Love Jihad" has gained significant attention and sparked fervent 

debates on a global scale. This concept, rooted in the convergence of profound human emotions, 

deeply entrenched religious beliefs, and complex societal dynamics, has become a central topic 

in contemporary discussions. Given its far-reaching impact and multifaceted nature, a thorough 

examination is essential for a comprehensive understanding. The emergence of "Love Jihad" 

transcends geographical boundaries, manifesting as a phenomenon that extends beyond 
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individual nations and cultures.2 It serves as a vivid illustration of the intricate complexities 

woven into the fabric of human society. This concept underscores the ability of certain issues to 

transcend individual experiences, resonate on a global level, and highlight the 

interconnectedness of our world. At its core, "Love Jihad" raises fundamental legal questions 

concerning the intersections of love and religion, the balance between individual choices and 

societal expectations, and the intricate interplay between personal relationships and broader 

sociocultural contexts. This concept encapsulates not only personal narratives but also the 

broader dynamics of communities, faiths, and societies. As "Love Jihad" continues to captivate 

global attention, gaining prominence in legal discourse necessitates a comprehensive 

exploration that navigates the intricate web of emotions, beliefs, and societal forces that shape 

this complex phenomenon.3 

 

Background  

The term "Love Jihad" has gained significant attention in media and public discourse due to its 

noteworthy implications. This concept is rooted in the complex world of interfaith relationships 

and conversions, encompassing a range of perceptions that include both allegations of deceit 

and genuine romantic connections. To fully grasp this concept, it's essential to explore its 

historical and cultural context, understanding how it has evolved over time in different regions. 

The historical roots of "Love Jihad" can be traced back to situations where interfaith 

relationships and marriages raised societal concerns.4 

 

Ideological Underpinnings of “Love Jihad”:  

The core of understanding "Love Jihad" lies in establishing clear definitions and delving into 

the historical context that has given rise to this concept. 

Defining "Love Jihad" is not a straightforward task, as it represents a term laden with 

controversy and subjectivity. At its most basic, "Love Jihad" is often characterised as a 

perceived campaign where Muslim men are accused of engaging in relationships with non-

Muslim women with the alleged intention of religious conversion. However, the interpretation 

of this term varies widely, encompassing a spectrum of beliefs and narratives. Some view it as a 

                                                
2Frøystad, K. (2021). Sound Biting Conspiracy: From India with “Love Jihad”. Religions. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12121064.  
3Frydenlund, I., &Leidig, E. (2022). Introduction: “Love Jihad”: Sexuality, Reproduction and the Construction of 
the Predatory Muslim Male. Religions. https://doi.org/10.3390/rel13030201.  
4 Hassan, T. (2020). Is India Demonizing Muslims in the Name of Freedom of Speech andExpression?. Social 

Science Research Network. https://doi.org/10.2139/SSRN.3747754.  
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genuine concern, while others regard it as a conspiracy theory without a factual basis.5 or Love 

Jihad or Romeo Jihad is an Islam phobic conspiracy theory alleging that Muslim men target 

women belonging to non-Muslim communities for conversion to Islam by feigning love. 

Love jihad is an idea that crudely but effectively argues that Muslim men are waging jihad in 

India through love marriages. The young men apparently waging war through love  through the 

capture of innocent Hindu women are also referred to as love Romeos. Love 'Jihad' is an 

unofficialterm used by radical Hindu groups for referring to an alleged campaign by Muslim 

men to convert Hindu girls under the pretext of love.6 

 

Examining Common Myths: 

- Myths: Coercive Conversion: 

One prevalent and potentially misleading myth associated with "Love Jihad" revolves around 

the belief that it entails a systematic and coercive effort to compel non-Muslim individuals to 

convert to Islam through deceptive tactics. This myth tends to depict Muslim men as cunning 

individuals driven by the sole agenda of religious conversion, often at any cost. However, upon 

closer examination, the reality is more intricate. 

To assess the validity of this myth, we need to delve into interfaith relationships and explore the 

extent to which religious conversions genuinely occur within them. While there may be 

instances of conversion, it's crucial to recognise that these instances do not necessarily represent 

a widespread, organised campaign. Instead, they may stem from individual choices shaped by 

personal convictions, shared beliefs, or genuine emotional bonds.7 

In evaluating the authenticity of this myth, we must consider the agency and independence of 

the individuals involved in these relationships. This perspective allows us to distinguish 

between cases where conversion may indeed result from coercion and those where it emerges as 

a personal choice grounded in sincere emotional connections. This differentiation challenges the 

assumption that "Love Jihad" uniformly involves deceptive and forceful conversions, 

emphasizing the intricate interplay of individual decisions within interfaith relationships.8 

 

- Myths: Manipulative Intent: 

                                                
5Nielsen, K., & Nilsen, A. (2021). Love Jihad and the Governance of Gender and Intimacy in Hindu Nationalist 

Statecraft. Religions. 
6Sreenivasan Jain, UP Anti-Conversion Law Must Be Struck Down Immediately: Ex-Judge AP Shah NDTV.com 

(2020), 
7Gupta, C. (2016). Allegories of “Love Jihad” and GharVāpasī. Archivorientální.  
8Sian, K. (2021). “Love Jihad”, “Forced” Conversion Narratives, and Interfaith Marriage in the Sikh Diaspora. 
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Closely linked to the first myth is the misconception that "Love Jihad" is characterized by 

individuals, primarily Muslim men, harboring hidden motives when pursuing relationships with 

non-Muslim women. This myth often raises doubts about the authenticity of emotions within 

these relationships. 

To examine this myth thoroughly, we need to conduct a nuanced analysis of the intentions and 

motivations of individuals engaged in interfaith relationships. While instances of deception and 

manipulation may indeed exist, it's crucial to avoid making sweeping generalizations about all 

such relationships. Many interfaith relationships are founded on genuine affection, shared 

values, and mutual respect. These connections can transcend religious differences, and labeling 

them solely as manipulative overlooks the intricate complexity of human emotions and 

relationships.9 

 

Myth: A One-Size-Fits-All "Love Jihad": 

One common misconception about "Love Jihad" is the idea that it's a single, uniform concept 

with consistent features. In reality, "Love Jihad" is far more diverse and nuanced, with different 

interpretations and real-life experiences. Dispelling this myth helps us understand that it covers 

many interfaith relationships that don't always involve coercion or deception. 

- Understanding Varied Views: 

"Love Jihad" doesn't mean the same thing to everyone. How people see it depends on where 

they live, their culture, and their personal beliefs. Some see it as a real issue involving religious 

conversions and deceit. Others view it as genuine interfaith love stories where people from 

different faiths come together out of love and respect without hidden agendas. 

- A Range of Experiences: 

Under the label of "Love Jihad," there's a spectrum of experiences. On one side, there are cases 

where individuals might feel pressured to convert or experience deceptive tactics in their 

relationships. On the other side, there are instances where people of different faiths willingly 

choose to be in interfaith relationships, driven by love and shared values. 

- Complex Realities: 

"Love Jihad" is not a simple, one-dimensional concept. It's important to recognise that societal 

norms, cultural influences, and personal choices make it complex. By acknowledging the 

variety of experiences within "Love Jihad," we move beyond oversimplified ideas and gain a 

more accurate and compassionate understanding of the people and relationships it encompasses. 

                                                
9Khatun, N. (2018). ‘Love-Jihad’ and Bollywood: Constructing Muslims as ‘Other’. Journal of Religion and Film, 

22, 8.  

https://www.ijalr.in/
mailto:editorial@ijalr.in


https://www.ijalr.in/ 

© 2023 International Journal of Advanced Legal Research 

VOLUME 4 | ISSUE 2                      NOVEMBER 2023                            ISSN: 2582-7340 
 

For general queries or to submit your research for publication, kindly email us at editorial@ijalr.in  
 
 

 

Therefore, debunking the myth of a one-size-fits-all "Love Jihad" helps us appreciate its 

nuanced nature. It reminds us that it includes a wide range of interpretations and experiences. 

This understanding highlights the significance of considering individual circumstances and 

choices when discussing interfaith relationships in the context of "Love Jihad."10 

Understanding the Concept of "Love Jihad" in the Context of Muslim Law: 

The emergence of the term "Love Jihad" has been most pronounced in India, where it has 

ignited intense debates and controversies within the public sphere. This concept is rooted in the 

perception that Muslim men, sometimes employing deceptive means, engage in romantic 

relationships with non-Muslim women with the alleged intention of religious conversion. 

However, it's essential to emphasise that the concept of "Love Jihad" lacks explicit support from 

any specific Quranic verses or established Islamic legal principles. Instead, it predominantly 

functions as a sociopolitical term and has become a subject of contention and debate.11 

The emergence of the "Love Jihad" concept can be traced back to the early 2000s in India. This 

concept began circulating in specific sections of society and gained momentum over time due to 

various factors, including media coverage and political narratives. Critics argue that the term 

has been utilised as a tool to stoke religious tensions and promote communal divisions.12 

There are many instances in history, such as:  

- Kerala's Hadiya Case (2017): 

The Hadiya case in Kerala, India, received widespread attention. Hadiya, a young woman born 

into a Hindu family, converted to Islam and married a Muslim man. The case gained 

prominence as it was alleged by some that her conversion and marriage were the result of "Love 

Jihad." However, the courts ultimately upheld Hadiya's right to her choice and personal 

freedom.13 

- Uttar Pradesh's Priyanshi Case (2020): 

A similar case in Uttar Pradesh, India, involved a woman named Priyanshi who converted to 

Islam and married a Muslim man. The case drew attention and led to accusations of "Love 

Jihad." Legal proceedings highlighted debates about religious conversion and personal choice in 

interfaith relationships. 

- Political Debates and Campaigns: 

                                                
10Frydenlund, I., &Leidig, E. (2022). Introduction: “Love Jihad”: Sexuality, Reproduction and the Construction of 

the Predatory Muslim Male. Religions.  
11Frøystad, K. (2021). Sound Biting Conspiracy: From India with “Love Jihad”. Religions.  
12Hossain, S., Ladsaria, S., & Singh, R. (2016). ‘Love-Jihad’; Protection of Religious Proximity: An Indian 

Situation. International journal of humanities and social sciences, 2, 669-690.  
13Shafin Jahan v/s Asokan K.M- Sccobserver.in/cases/shafin-jahan-union-of-india-hadiya-marriage-case-
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The term "Love Jihad" has been referenced in various political campaigns and debates. It has 

been used to advance certain political agendas and has led to discussions about religious 

conversion, interfaith relationships, and communal harmony. 

- Media Coverage and Sensationalism: 

Media outlets have played a significant role in the dissemination of the "Love Jihad" concept. 

While some media reports have highlighted alleged cases of "Love Jihad," others have criticized 

the term as sensationalistic and lacking concrete evidence. 

- Scholarly and Social Debates: 

Academics and scholars in India have engaged in debates about the concept of "Love Jihad." 

Some have examined its sociopolitical implications, while others have critiqued it for its 

potential to fuel communal tensions.14 

- Legal Interpretations and Court Decisions: 

Legal proceedings related to interfaith marriages and conversions have featured discussions 

about "Love Jihad." Landmark court decisions, such as those in the Hadiya case, have 

reaffirmed the importance of individual consent and personal choice in such matters. 

These instances and historical examples illustrate how the concept of "Love Jihad" has been a 

subject of contention and debate in India. It highlights the complexities surrounding interfaith 

relationships, conversions, and the broader sociopolitical context in which the term has gained 

prominence. Critics argue that it has been used to stoke religious tensions and communal 

divisions, while others view it as a genuine concern warranting scrutiny and discussion.15 

Sociopolitical Controversy: 

"Love Jihad" is not confined to religious and legal debates; it extends into the sociopolitical 

realm, where it has become a subject of intense contention. This controversy revolves around 

varying viewpoints and interpretations, making it a complex and multifaceted issue. 

Differing Perspectives: 

- Genuine Concerns: 

Some individuals and groups assert that "Love Jihad" represents a genuine concern. They argue 

that certain interfaith relationships may involve deceptive practises or coercion, which could 

lead to religious conversions. Supporters of this perspective believe that addressing such 

concerns is essential to protecting individual rights and communal harmony. 

- Conspiracy theory allegations: 

                                                
14Sunday Read, Jihad in the time of love Mumbai Mirror (2014), 
15 theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/14/muslims-targeted-under-indian-states-love-jihad-law 
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Conversely, others view "Love Jihad" as a conspiracy theory without concrete evidence. They 

contend that the concept is often used to propagate unfounded fears and prejudices. Critics of 

this viewpoint argue that labelling interfaith relationships as "Love Jihad" may perpetuate 

stereotypes and create unnecessary divisions.16 

Intersection with Political Agendas: 

- Political Utilization: 

"Love Jihad" has been invoked in various political campaigns and debates, particularly in India. 

Some political groups have employed the term to advance their agendas, using it as a rallying 

point to mobilize supporters. This has led to discussions about the politicization of religious and 

cultural issues. 

- Communal Tensions: 

The controversy surrounding "Love Jihad" has at times exacerbated communal tensions. It has 

the potential to create mistrust and divisions between religious communities, particularly when 

accusations of religious conversion or deception are involved. 

- Religious Conversion Debates: 

The "Love Jihad" controversy has given rise to discussions about religious conversion within 

interfaith relationships. Debates center on the autonomy of individuals in choosing their faith 

and partners and the role of societal and legal frameworks in regulating such matters.17 

"Love Jihad" is more than a religious or legal debate; it encompasses a sociopolitical 

controversy marked by differing perspectives and interpretations. While some view it as a 

genuine concern warranting attention, others dismiss it as a baseless conspiracy theory. The 

sociopolitical dimension of this concept intersects with political agendas, communal tensions, 

and discussions about religious conversion, making it a complex issue with broader societal 

implications. Understanding these multifaceted dynamics is crucial for engaging in informed 

discussions and addressing the controversies surrounding "Love Jihad."18 

CASE STUDIES:  

Hadiya Marriage Case 

Case Summary: 

In the case of Shafin Jahan versus Asokan K.M. & Others, the central figure is a young lady 

named Hadiya who embraced Islam and entered into matrimony with a Muslim gentleman, 

                                                
16Strohl, D. (2018). Love jihad in India’s moral imaginaries: religion, kinship, and citizenship in late liberalism. 

Contemporary South Asia, 27, 27 - 39. https://doi.org/10.1080/09584935.2018.1528209.  
17Nielsen, K., & Nilsen, A. (2021). Love Jihad and the Governance of Gender and Intimacy in Hindu Nationalist 

Statecraft. Religions. https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12121068.  
18Apoorvanand- “Love jihad laws another attempt to subjugate Muslims” aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/1/15/indias 

https://www.ijalr.in/
mailto:editorial@ijalr.in
https://doi.org/10.1080/09584935.2018.1528209
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12121068


https://www.ijalr.in/ 

© 2023 International Journal of Advanced Legal Research 

VOLUME 4 | ISSUE 2                      NOVEMBER 2023                            ISSN: 2582-7340 
 

For general queries or to submit your research for publication, kindly email us at editorial@ijalr.in  
 
 

 

Shafin Jahan. The father of Hadiya, Asokan K.M., instituted a writ of habeas corpus before the 

Kerala High Court, contending that his daughter's conversion and marriage were executed under 

duress and against her volition. The High Court, expressing apprehensions about her safety and 

well-being, nullified the marriage and placed Hadiya under the guardianship of her parents. 

In response to this ruling, Shafin Jahan appealed the decision of the High Court to the Supreme 

Court of India, asserting that Hadiya's conversion and marriage were products of her own free 

and voluntary choice. He contended that the High Court had exceeded its jurisdiction by 

annulling the marriage and infringing upon Hadiya's autonomy. The Supreme Court entertained 

arguments from both sides and ultimately delivered a judgment in favor of Shafin Jahan. The 

Court upheld Hadiya's entitlement to exercise her own discretion concerning matters of faith, 

matrimony, and individual identity. Consequently, the Court invalidated the High Court's decree 

and directed that Hadiya be allowed to pursue her educational pursuits and lead her life in 

consonance with her own choices. 

This legal episode has been widely acknowledged as a groundbreaking verdict in India, 

underscoring the significance of safeguarding personal privacy and autonomy in issues 

pertaining to personal identity and decisions. It has also ignited discussions concerning the 

judiciary's role in matters of personal preference and the equilibrium between individual rights 

and parental or societal interests. 

Background: 

Hadiya, a young woman hailing from Kerala, underwent a conversion to Islam and subsequently 

entered into matrimony with a Muslim gentleman by the name of Shafin Jahan. Asokan K.M., 

Hadiya's father, filed a writ of habeas corpus before the Kerala High Court, contending that his 

daughter's conversion and marriage had occurred under duress, without her consent. The High 

Court, expressing apprehension regarding Hadiya's safety and well-being, invalidated the 

marriage and placed her under the guardianship of her parents. 

In response to the High Court's decision, Shafin Jahan initiated an appeal in the Supreme Court 

of India, asserting that Hadiya had voluntarily converted to Islam and entered into the marriage 

of her own volition. He further contended that the High Court had overreached its authority by 

annulling the marriage and infringing upon Hadiya's autonomy. The Supreme Court, after a 

comprehensive review of the arguments presented by both parties, rendered a judgment in favor 

of Shafin Jahan. The Court underscored Hadiya's prerogative to exercise her autonomy in 

matters concerning her faith, marriage, and individual identity. Consequently, the Supreme 
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Court annulled the High Court's verdict and mandated that Hadiya be allowed to pursue her 

educational aspirations and lead her life as she deemed appropriate. 

This case has garnered substantial recognition as a precedent-setting ruling in India, reaffirming 

the principles of personal privacy and self-determination with regard to matters of individual 

identity and choice. It has also ignited discussions concerning the judiciary's role in adjudicating 

matters of personal choice and the delicate equilibrium between individual rights and parental or 

societal concerns. 

● Ratio decidendi 

In the case of Shafin Jahan vs. Asokan K.M. & Ors., the pivotal legal principle established, or 

ratio decidendi, centers around the autonomy of an adult woman in matters pertaining to her 

religion, marital choices, and personal identity. It underscores that judicial intervention should 

only occur when there is substantiated evidence of coercion, fraud, or other unlawful factors. 

The Supreme Court's ruling affirmed that Hadiya's conversion and marriage were acts of her 

own volition, and the High Court had exceeded its jurisdiction by annulling the marriage and 

impinging upon Hadiya's autonomy. The Court underscored the paramount significance of 

individual rights and self-determination in personal identity and choices, and upheld the right to 

privacy as a fundamental constitutional right in India. This judgment has garnered widespread 

recognition as a landmark decision, safeguarding the rights of women and minority groups 

while also establishing a significant precedent for future legal cases.19 

Shakti Vahini v. Union of India: 

In the case of Shakti Vahini v. Union of India, the matter at hand pertained to honor killings and 

the fundamental right of individuals to select their life partners autonomously. The apex court, 

in its judgment, decreed that senior members of society cannot deprive young individuals of 

their lives merely because they choose to wed in contravention of established conventions or 

familial preferences. The legal pronouncement underscored the paramount significance of 

personal choice and freedom in safeguarding the principles of human dignity and egalitarianism 

Furthermore, the legal document deliberated on the complicity of panchayats, or local councils, 

in perpetuating feudalistic activities and transgressing constitutional provisions. In response to 

this concern, the Court issued directives to administrative and law enforcement authorities, 

instructing them to adopt stringent measures to prevent such heinous actions and to hold those 

officials accountable who neglect their duty in this regard. 

 

                                                
19Shafin Jahan vs. Asokan K.M. & Ors. 
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Background: 

The case of Shakti Vahini vs. Union of India revolved around the pervasive issue of honour 

killings within the Indian context. This legal matter was presented to the highest judicial 

authority in India, the Supreme Court, courtesy of the non-governmental organisation Shakti 

Vahini. The primary objective of this litigation was to combat the practise of honour killings 

and safeguard the fundamental right of individuals to autonomously select their life partners. 

Shakti Vahini contended that the perpetuation of honour killings constituted a transgression of 

fundamental rights, most notably the right to life and personal liberty enshrined within the 

Constitution. This legal action was instigated in response to a series of tragic honour killings 

transpiring in India. These heart-wrenching incidents involved young couples who were 

mercilessly slain by their own families or local communities due to their audacious decision to 

marry outside their caste or religious affiliations. In this pivotal juncture, the Supreme Court 

adjudicated upon the matter and rendered a groundbreaking judgement affirming the principles 

of personal choice and freedom. The ruling underscored the inherent entitlement of individuals 

to select their life partners and recognised the inviolability of this right under the constitutional 

framework. 

Ratio Decidendi: 

The ratio decidendi in the case of Shakti Vahini v. Union of India establishes that the 

constitutional right to select one's own life partner is safeguarded as a fundamental right within 

the framework of the Indian Constitution. The Court maintained that when two consenting 

adults mutually choose each other as their life partners, it signifies an exercise of their 

autonomous will, which is acknowledged and protected under Articles 19 and 21 of the 

Constitution. The Court underscored that this right is firmly entrenched in constitutional law 

and must be safeguarded. Furthermore, the Court instructed administrative and law enforcement 

authorities to take robust actions to prevent honour killings, holding them responsible if they fail 

to do so. The Court's judgement underscored the significance of choice and individual liberty in 

upholding the principles of human dignity and equality.20 

Current Status: 

In September 2020, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath instructed his government to devise a 

strategy aimed at preventing what he referred to as "religious conversions disguised as acts of 

love." He even contemplated the possibility of enacting new legislation to address this concern 

if it was deemed necessary. Subsequently, Uttar Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel issued the 

                                                
20 Shakti Vahini v. Union of India 
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Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance 2020, and on 

Tuesday, November 24th, the Uttar Pradesh Cabinet approved the initial draft of this proposed 

ordinance.21 

Key Features of the Legislation: 

The presented Act seeks to address issues surrounding religious conversions and the 

circumstances in which they occur, focusing on the prevention of conversions that result from 

various undesirable means. Let's break down the key provisions and their implications: 

Section 3: This section explicitly outlines the prohibited methods of religious conversion, which 

include misrepresentation, force, fraud, undue influence, coercion, allurement, and conversion 

through marriage. The Act aims to curb conversions arising from these objectionable practises. 

Section 5: Section 5 deals with the penalties for contravening Section 3. If a conversion is found 

to have occurred due to enticing inducements, financial incentives, or coercion, the individuals 

responsible for such actions may face legal consequences. The Act prescribes a minimum one-

year imprisonment and a fine of at least Rs 15,000 for such violations. The severity of these 

penalties emphasises the legislative intent to deter improper conversions. 

Mass Conversion: The Act addresses mass conversions separately. Engaging in mass 

conversions in violation of the law could lead to a prison term of three to ten years and a fine 

not less than Rs 50,000. Additionally, the court has the authority to order the accused to provide 

restitution to the victim of such a conversion. 

Section 6: This section deals with marriages that are solely intended for unlawful conversion 

purposes or vice versa. Such marriages may be declared void by the Family Court or relevant 

court upon a petition from either party. Sections 8 and 9, which contain important provisions 

related to conversions, also apply to these marriages. 

Voluntary Religious Conversion: The Act recognises the right to voluntary religious conversion. 

However, individuals seeking to change their religion must submit a declaration to the District 

Magistrate with a 60-day notice. This declaration must affirm that the conversion is voluntary 

and free from coercion or inducement. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in 

imprisonment ranging from six months to three years, along with a fine. 

Section 7: Unlawful religious conversion is treated as a non-bailable and cognizable offense, 

indicating the seriousness with which such cases are to be treated by law enforcement agencies. 

                                                
21Scroll Staff, MP home minister says he he ‘will oppose love that leads to jihad’ as Assembly passes anti-

conversion Bill Scroll.in (2020). Aneesha Mathur, Tools for misuse: Pleas filed in the Supreme Court against thet 

the UP govt’s ‘love jihad’ law India Today (2020), 
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Sections 8 and 9: These sections highlight the role of the District Magistrate in overseeing 

conversions. The District Magistrate must ensure that conversions are voluntary, and religious 

leaders must inform the Magistrate about the timing and location of the conversion to avoid 

legal consequences. 

Section 10: This section prevents the state government from providing financial support or 

grants to institutions or organisations found in violation of the Act, reinforcing the importance 

of compliance. 

Section 11: Deals with parties to the offence, likely specifying who may be held accountable for 

improper conversions. 

Section 12: This section places the burden of proof on the individuals responsible for the 

conversion and any facilitators involved. They must demonstrate that the religious conversion 

was not the result of misrepresentation, force, undue influence, coercion, or inducement. 

In essence, this Act aims to strike a balance between protecting the right to voluntary religious 

conversion and preventing conversions that result from undesirable practises. It does so by 

establishing clear guidelines, stringent penalties, and mechanisms for oversight and verification 

of conversions, while also discouraging mass conversions that may be driven by improper 

motives. However, it remains important to consider potential implications for individual 

freedoms and civil liberties when analysing the Act's provisions.  22 

 

Recent Cases of Love Jihad: 

In a recent development, the Allahabad High Court stepped in to address a case involving a man 

accused under the newly enacted Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance, 

2020, by the Uttar Pradesh (UP) Police. The court effectively put a halt to his arrest. 23 

A Division Bench, consisting of Justices Pankaj Naqvi and Vivek Agarwal, issued a directive to 

the UP Police, prohibiting them from taking any coercive actions against the accused, Nadeem, 

until the next hearing. The court emphasised the paramount importance of safeguarding the 

fundamental right to privacy for both the victim and the petitioner. It recognised them as 

informed adults capable of comprehending the consequences of their relationship. 

Moreover, the court made a reference to its recent ruling in the case of Salamat Ansari & Ors. v. 

Union of India & Ors., which underscored the right to choose a partner irrespective of their 

religion as an inherent facet of the right to life and personal liberty 24Meanwhile, in a separate 

                                                
22Silvasahu- "love-jihad: legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-6611 
23Nadeem v. State of U.P. & Ors. 
24Salamat Ansari & Ors. v. Union of India &Ors.. 
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incident, a Moradabad Court in Uttar Pradesh ordered the release of two brothers, Rashid and 

Salim (or Saleem), who had been apprehended under the recently enacted Uttar Pradesh 

Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance 2020, commonly known as the 

'Love Jihad' law. The arrests followed Rashid and his brother's visit to the registrar's office in 

Moradabad, where they sought to register Rashid's marriage to a Hindu woman named Pinky, 

who is now known as Muskan Jahan, after a complaint from her family. 

In addition to these developments, the Mumbai-based NGO Citizens for Justice and Peace (CJP) 

has initiated a public interest litigation (PIL) in the Supreme Court, challenging the 

constitutional validity of the 'love jihad' laws enacted by Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. These 

laws are viewed as unwarranted intrusions into individuals' lives, potentially compromising 

their autonomy and encroaching upon their right to privacy, as established in the landmark KS 

Puttaswamy v. Union of India case. 

The Allahabad High Court has taken cognizance of several PILs contesting the Uttar Pradesh 

Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance, 2020, which was promulgated by 

the UP Governor in November of the same year with the aim of preventing religious 

conversions disguised as 'love jihad.' A Bench, presided over by Chief Justice Govind Mathur 

and Justice Piyush Agrawal, has directed the UP Government to furnish a counter affidavit by 

January 4 and has scheduled the case for a hearing on January 7, 2020, while refraining from 

granting interim relief in the form of a stay order. 

Areas for Further Research 

The discussion surrounding "Love Jihad" has spurred multifaceted debates, yet several areas 

remain open for deeper exploration and scholarly inquiry. 

- Psychosocial Dynamics and Decision-Making Processes: 

An in-depth study investigating the psychosocial factors influencing individuals involved in 

interfaith relationships and conversions could shed light on the complexities of decision-

making. Understanding the psychological motivations, emotional bonds, and societal 

pressures could provide crucial insights into the nuances of personal choices in such 

relationships. 

- Intersectionality and Cultural Variances: 

Exploring how "Love Jihad" varies across regions, cultures, and religious backgrounds could 

offer a broader understanding of the phenomenon. Recognizing the diverse perspectives and 

experiences within different communities may elucidate the role of cultural norms and societal 

expectations in shaping interfaith relationships. 
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- Legal and Ethical Implications: 

Delving into the ethical and legal dimensions of interfaith marriages and conversions within the 

framework of human rights and constitutional provisions can provide valuable insights. Further 

research might analyze the effectiveness of existing laws, their application, and the balance 

between protecting individual autonomy and preventing coercive practices. 

- Media Narratives and Societal Perceptions: 

Investigating the role of media representations in shaping public perceptions of "Love 

Jihad" and its impact on societal attitudes could be an essential area for examination. 

Understanding how media narratives influence public opinion and policies is critical in 

comprehending the larger sociocultural implications of the concept. 

- Long-Term Societal Impact: 

An examination of the long-term consequences of "Love Jihad" allegations on communal 

relations, societal harmony, and individual freedoms can offer valuable insights. Investigating 

the ramifications of such controversies on social cohesion, religious tolerance, and communal 

trust could provide a comprehensive understanding of the concept's wider impact. 

- Empirical Evidence and Case Studies: 

Rigorous empirical studies and detailed case analyses focusing on actual instances of interfaith 

relationships, considering diverse perspectives and experiences, can contribute to a more 

nuanced understanding of "Love Jihad." Drawing from real-life examples might elucidate the 

complex realities of such relationships and help dispel or confirm prevalent myths. 

Thereforefurther research into these suggested areas can significantly contribute to a more 

comprehensive and balanced understanding of the intricate phenomenon of "Love Jihad." 

Engaging in empirical studies, delving into the psychosocial dimensions, and analysing legal 

and ethical implications could provide a more nuanced perspective. These areas represent 

avenues for continued exploration in an effort to gain a deeper understanding of the 

complexities inherent in interfaith relationships within the discourse of "Love Jihad." 

CONCLUSION:  

The term "love jihad" is a complex and hotly debated issue in today's society. This paper aimed 

to explore different aspects of this concept, including its historical origins, underlying beliefs, 

common misconceptions, and legal consequences. Throughout our investigation, it has become 

evident that "love Jihad" is not a straightforward matter. It involves various factors such as 

relationships between people of different faiths, conversions, societal norms, and political 

viewpoints. We've stressed the importance of looking at "Love Jihad" from a nuanced 
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perspective, recognising that it encompasses a wide range of experiences and interpretations. 

Some individuals genuinely believe that "Love Jihad" is a significant concern deserving legal 

attention, while others dismiss it as a groundless conspiracy theory. This topic also intersects 

with politics, communal tensions, and discussions about religious conversion, adding to its 

complexity and controversy. Regarding the legal aspect, several Indian states have introduced 

laws to prevent unlawful conversions, including those related to "Love Jihad." These laws aim 

to safeguard individuals but also raise questions about striking the right balance between 

personal choices, freedom, and societal norms. 

In conclusion, understanding "Love Jihad" requires a thoughtful and balanced approach that 

considers individual choices, the intricacies of relationships between people from different 

faiths, and the broader social and cultural context. As "Love Jihad" remains a topic of interest 

and debate, it's crucial to engage in informed discussions and address the associated 

controversies with empathy and a commitment to upholding fundamental rights and freedoms. 
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